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GROUP OF UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON STUDENTS 
TO JOIN YOUTH RALLY FOR THE POPE IN ST. LOUIS 
When 19-year-old Laura Dickmann, a freshman at the University of Dayton, decided to return 
home to St. Louis for the Jan. 26-27 visit by Pope John Paul II, she put a sign on her dorm room 
door inviting others to join her. The group has grown to 16 ~tudents, many of whom will stay 
with Laura and her folks during the quick visit. 
"I just decided to go," she said. "I had a ticket for the youth rally and decided to get a group 
together." 
The UD students will leave campus Monday, Jan. 25, for the six-hour van drive. They'll attend 
the youth rally at 12:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Jan. 26, at the Kiel Center, where the pope is expected 
to lead the concluding prayer service at 6 p.m. Several members of the group plan to attend the 
Mass on Wednesday, Jan. 27, at Trans World Dome before returning to campus. 
For media interviews, call Laura Dickmann on campus at (937) 285-1461. The group from the 
University of Dayton can be reached in St. Louis by calling Joseph and Carolyn Dickmann at 
(314) 781-8650. 
UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON THEOLOGIANS AND PROFESSORS 
OFFER COMMENTS ON THE LIFE AND CAREER OF POPE JOHN PAUL II 
LEGACY OF JOHN PAUL II - Pope John Paul IT's major contribution to the Catholic Church 
is his way of C?trrying out the teaching of Vatican II in two areas- his support of progressive 
reforms and his teachings on social issues, says Dennis Doyle, associate professor of religious 
studies at the University of Dayton. 
"First, he takes very seriously many progressive reforms- such as ecumenism, collegiality, the 
role of the laity and women, religious freedom, inculturation, justice and ecology - but, at the 
same time, he subordinates them to a spiritual renewal that preserves many traditional 
structures," says Doyle, who is author of The Church Emerging from Vatican II. 
"If you look at women's ordination, you don't see him as progressive," Doyle says. "But within 
his own horizon, he affirms the equality and dignity of women and men. When it comes to 
salvation, he says women receive in order to give. And that's what it really means to be a 
Christian. Men have to learn how to do that from women. So from his perspective, he's 
promoting the dignity of women." 
Second, says Doyle, the pope has deepened Catholic social teaching through three major social 
encyclicals - Laborem Exercens (1981), Sollicitudl Rei Socialis (1987) and Centesiumus Annus 
(1991). According to Doyle, the pope's teaching has been particularly helpful in coming to grips 
with the post-Cold War era. 
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Putka said the pope has redefined the papacy as an institutional power. "He has expanded the 
moral leadership of the papacy in international affairs through his many travels and the 
involvement of the Holy See in the defense of human rights, the promotion of democracy, and a 
clear and cogent moral agenda," Putka says. He noted the pope's opposition to abortion and 
his frequent calls for a just distribution of the wealth of the world as examples of his moral 
leadership. 
For media interviews, contact the Rev. John Putka, S.M., at (937) 229-2594 or via e-mail at 
putka@riker.stjoe.udayton.edu. 
JOHN PAUL II HAILS MARY- From his coat of arms to his worldly travels, Pope John Paul 
II has always maintained a special devotion to Mary, the Mother of God. He fostered a renewed 
public interest in Mary and also embodies it, says the Rev. Johann G. Roten, a priest of the 
Society of Mary and director of the Marian Library-International Marian Research Institute at 
the University of Dayton. 
After Vatican II, exaggerated displays of devotion to Mary were largely abandoned as world 
culture emphasized the rational, scientific and technological aspects of life, Roten says. "There 
was not a lot of space for the more affective expressions of religion," he says. "Then, after 10 
years or so, people were fed up with the absolutely rational and logical culture, and they 
rediscovered religion and the affective part of the human soul and its needs. And Mary is one of 
those." 
An "M" for Mary is featured on the pontiff's coat of arms, and the motto translates as "All 
Yours" or "Completely Yours," Roten says. The pope's travels included visits to Marian shrines 
and sanctuaries whenever possible, and he produced Redemptoris Mater, a 1987 encyclical on 
Mary. Pope John Paul II called for a Marian Year in 1987-88 and spoke often of Mary's 
connections to contemporary women. "No doubt, many consider him to be the standard bearer 
of Marian devotion and Marian thought in the church," Roten says. 
As example and inspiration, Mary's "exceptional pilgrimage of faith represents a constant 
point of reference for the church, for individuals and for communities, for peoples and nations 
and, in a sense, for all humanity," according to the encyclical. "It is indeed difficult to 
encompass and measure its range." 
For media interviews about Pope John Paul II and his effect on Marian devotion, contact the 
Rev. Johann G. Roten, S.M., at (937) 229-4257 or send e-mail to roten@data.lib.udayton.edu. 
The International Marian Research Institute at UD is affiliated with the Pontifical Theological 
Faculty Marianum in Rome. 
BECOMING WORLD CHURCH- Whether or not Pope John Paul II leads the Roman 
Catholic Church into the third millennium, the first major issue confronting the papacy is how to 
become a world church and how to translate the Gospel message into languages other cultures 
can understand, says the Rev. James. L. Heft, S.M., University of Dayton chancellor and 
professor of faith and culhtre. 
"The second major issue is, as we get to know more and more about other religions, what will be 
the distinctiveness and necessity of 'revealed' religion when people are finding more and more 
substitutes for religion on their own?" Heft asks. 
Heft has written extensively on the Catholic intellectual tradition, on women's issues in the 
Catholic Church and he leads interdisciplinary research on ethical issues. 
For media interviews, contact the Rev. James Heft, S.M., at (937) 229-2105 or via e-mail at 
heft@checkov.hrn.udayton.edu. 
